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A MESSAGE FROM THE  
WORTHY GRAND MATRON  

Sisters and Brothers, 

The time is drawing near for Grand Chapter and Brother Van and I are looking forward to seeing 
each of you there for a wonderful Grand Session. 

We are honored to have Sister Glenda Winchester, Most Worthy Grand Matron do her Official Visit 
to Florida.  The Most Worthy Grand Patron will also be in attendance, Brother Lon Lowry.  It would 
be very nice if you could come to Grand Chapter and meet and talk with them. 

We are having a Grand Choir, “The Golden Pineapple Grand Choir,” at Grand Chapter.  Brother 
Ray Horton is the Grand Choir Director.  Please get in touch with him at Grand Chapter and make a 
joyful noise! 

I want to thank the Membership for all the cards and prayers during my time of need.  You really 
are the BEST in helping someone feel better.  It has been a challenge, but I am feeling better each 
day.  It will take time, but many of you know how I feel.  I just want to thank you for your concern. 

Let us thank our Stargazer Editor, Carla Girtman, for her sensational Stargazer additions during the 
year.  We have all been so pleased with her efforts and commend her for all of the time and hard 
work she has put into the various copies.  We are pleased to have the Stargazer now on the Web 
page so that more events may be posted.  This is an invaluable tool for us to reach the membership 
and let everyone know what your chapter is doing and to recognize those members in print!  Thank 
you, Sister Carla. 

I wish to thank the membership for supporting my Worthy Grand Matron’s Special Project, the 
Moffitt Cancer and Research Center.  Your donations have been exciting and beneficial to a cure for 
this dreaded disease which touched so many of us along with our friends and relatives.  You have 
done your part this year for a good cause. 

It is now time to look forward to a new Chapter year and to welcome those who have been chosen 
to serve this Grand Chapter.  We wish them well in their accomplishments and the future of Grand 
Chapter. 

Please remember those Sisters and Brothers with illnesses with cards and prayers as this is 
definitely the way to help each one with their needs to recover. 

I would like you to remember:  To Stand Tall, Wear a Crown, Be Sweet and Tell Everyone you meet 
About the Order of the Eastern Star! 

Lovingly and fraternally, 

Donna L. Schrock 

Worthy Grand Matron  



Janette Arencibia 

Kathy Barlow 

Renee Bearden 

Phyllis Blanchard 

Nancy Burnett 

Pat Cooper 

Kim Stivers Harrell 

Brenda Hendricks 

Gail Jerrell 

Pamela Jones 

Debra Kleinsmith 

John Miles 

Tina Polsen 

Chris Ross 

Dayle Schrock 

Carolyn Smith 

Sharon Strosnider 

Winnie Ellen Weeks-Jeyes 

 

Thank you to our March Contributors! 

Think of this challenge as the Reader’s Digest version of “Life in This 
Order of the Eastern Star.” Stories like the ones you share at dinner or OES 
pot lucks. Cute stories about your grandchildren they didn’t think you 
would ever tell! 

Send Stargazer your best Grand Chapter story. Stories are as long as they 
need to be, but a suggested length is 50-100 words. Submit your story by 
April 30 for the next edition of the Stargazer.  Email your stories to the 
Editor at FLStargazerEditor@gmail.com, snail mail to 247 E Cedarwood 
Circle, Kissimmee, FL 34743 or call 407.705.7136 with questions or 
information.  

“TELL ME A STORY” CHALLENGE FOR JUNE ISSUE 



GRAND CHAPTER SESSION  
SOCIAL EVENTS 

The reservation form for Social Events is available from your chapter secretaries and 
on the Florida OES website. Checks or money orders (US funds only).  

DEADLINE IS MARCH 9, 2022. 

#1 April 2, 2022 6:30 PM  Generals On Parade Banquet 

#2 April 3, 2022 11:00 AM Fashion Show Luncheon by Vendors 

#3 April 3, 2022 6:00 PM Musical Garden of Faith PGM/PGP Banquet 

#4 April 4, 2022 11:00 AM Grand Representative Luncheon “A Luau of Friendship and Love”  

#5 April 4, 2022 6:00 PM “Friendships Are Golden” WGM / WGP Banquet (Reserved Seating) 

#6 April 5, 2022 11:00 AM Secretary / Treasurer Guild Luncheon 

#7 April 6, 2022 12:00 Noon Past Grand Appointed Officers Association Luncheon 

#8 April 8, 2022 7:30 AM Maiden Voyage Breakfast from the Galley Breakfast 

The Grand Chapter of Florida, Order of the Eastern Star, Inc. Registration No. CH23035 and The Grand Chapter of Florida Charitable 
Foundation, Inc. Registration No. CH23036 are charitable organizations registered with the State of Florida under Sections 496.405 Florida 
Statutes.  “A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.” 

Sent With The Approval Of The Worthy Grand Matron 





GRAND CHAPTER NEWS 
Grand Worthy Matron Presents $100,000 Check 

to Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital 

February 2022 

$100,000.00 was given to the Joe DiMaggio 
Children's Hospital and $20,000.00 given to the 
Conin House where the families can stay for free. 
The Worthy Grand Matron Donna L. Schrock along 
with Judy Myers Covey,PGM; Gail Jerrell, GC; 
Debbie Rosenthal, AGC; Terri Justice,GM; Kevin 
Jordan, GS; Eryn Zeak Valentino, WM; Carol 
Hemmis, PM; Richard Henderson, PP and Dayle 
Schrock, PP.  

Dayle Schrock, PP 

Donna Schrock, WGM with Jeff Conin 
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2022-2023 Grand Officers Announced at WGM’s Final Official Visit 

Congratulations! 

Grand Chaplain Brenda Hendricks 

Grand Organist Sheila Potts 

Grand Marshal Rhonda Allen 

Grand Adah Debra Burdick 

Grand Ruth Pat Cooper 

Grand Esther Cindie Burke 

Grand Martha Sylvia Walsingham 

Grand Electa Susan Sebelist 

Grand Warder Barbara Moore 



Pat Cooper, Photographer 
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVE  COMMISSIONS 

John	Miles	
GR of North Dakota in Florida 

Paula	Hoffman	
GR of Michigan in Florida 

Katrina	Keith	
GR of Arizona in Florida 

Myrtis	Jackson	
GR of Saskatchewan in Florida 

Chris	Ross	
GR of Rhode Island in Florida 

Zoe	Shearer	
GR of North Carolina in Florida 

Larry	Williamson	
GR of Georgia in Florida 

Charles	Bell	
GR of Minnesota in Florida 

Kim	Grubbs	
GR of Alberta in Florida 

Mary	Gustave	
GR of Indiana in Florida 

Carla	Girtman	
GR of New Brunswick in Florida 



 

10 

Gail’s Songbirds Holds Fundraiser for Grand Conductress 

February 2022  

On Saturday, February 26, Grace Chapter hosted a theme table dinner to raise funds for Sister Gail 
Jerrell.  The turnout was amazing.  The food was plentiful and delicious!  We had a cake and basket 
silent auction, and a DJ to provide music.  It was a very successful evening and loads of fun!  Thanks 
to everyone who participated in this fantastic evening!  

—Chris Ross 
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The Long White Gown 
Janette Arencibia 

TELL ME A STORY 

Sanctity of the soul, 
The mind and body whole; 
Congealed in purity, 
That is as gold. 
 
Donned as we enter, 
Together in we flow; 
With long white gowns, 
This we know. 
 
Our sisters in each direction, 
As we gaze upon the star;  
Each sister stands to form, 
A shared life path to chart. 
 
We are guided by the light, 
That our brothers share with us; 
As we enter in white gowns, 
They are among us. 
 
Oh Dear Worthy Matron, 
Orchestrate us with each pace, 
In our white gowns that we don; 
And gracefully take our place. 

 

Dedicated to all of my Sisters and Brothers  

Commander Janette Arencibia serves as Deputy 
Surgeon, United States Forces Korea and is 
currently deployed in 
South Korea. 

Her personal decorations 
include the Defense 
Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Meritorious 
Service Medal (two 
awards), Joint 
Commendation Medal, 
the Navy Marine 
Commendation Medal 
(two awards) along with 
various individual and 
unit decorations including the Joint Staff Badge 
and Fleet Marine Force qualification. 

Sister Janette  is a member of Fernandina 
Chapter No. 55. 
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Peters-Denman Grand Family Gather at Callaway Gardens 

December 2021 

 The Peters-Denman Grand Family met for their annual get-together at Callaway Gardens in 
December.  We enjoyed the park and beautiful lights, eating out, exchanging gifts and, of course, 
visiting and catching up.  The group was small but big in spirit.  Missed those that weren't 
there.  Look forward to the next get-together.  

Gail Jerrell, Grand Conductress 

December 2021  

I visited with Sister Ruth Dees, who is a 77-
year member of Waldo Chapter and is 99 
years old.  She sent me a message that she 
had made something for me.  So I visited a 
few weeks before Christmas and was 
amazed at what she had done.  There were 
900 bookmarkers that she had made for me 
to  use in the ditty bags at Grand Chapter for 
my session as WGM.  That just made my 
Christmas and I am so grateful to this sweet 
lady.  

—Gail Jerrell, Grand Conductress 

Grand Conductress Visits 77-Year Waldo Chapter Member 
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Harbor City Chapter No. 263 
Welcomes Worthy Grand Matron, Donna L Schrock  

for Official Visit 

OES COMMUNITY 

January 2022 

Having fun at the Official Visit luncheon at Harbor City Chapter No. 263.  

—Brenda Hendricks 



 

14 

Queen Esther Chapter No. 4 

January 2022 

Queen Esther Chapter No. 4, Clearwater fortunately received a large donation from the family of a 
deceased member which we in turn donated to several charities: Salvation Army (previously 
shown), $1000 to Metropolitan Ministries, $1,000 to Toys for Tots, and $1,000 to Rainbow Assembly 
#86. 

—Nancy Burnett, Secretary 

Toys for Tots  Metropolitan Ministries 

Lake Butler No. 40 

January 2022 

Had a wonderful evening tonight at Lake Butler 
Chapter's Grands/Past Grands Night. Was able 
to spend time with old friends and make a few 
new ones as well. Laughter was heard all 
around the room. We had Sisters and Brothers 
stretching the entire length of the I-10 Corridor; 
from Crestview to Jacksonville, in attendance. 
Love this OES Family!!!  

—Debra Kleinsmith, Past Grand Chaplain 

Doreen Hilts, AM; Tim Marks, President/CEO; Janice Renn, AC First row: Nancy Burnett, Sec; Evelyn Joppa, Conductress; Louie Imbody, 
AP; Doreen Hilts, AM; Toys for Tots Rep; Laura Lake, WM; Bill 
Yarbrough, WP; Sharon Boudreau, Ruth 

2nd row: Norma Imbody, Chaplain; Bob Smoyer, Warder; Joyce Mueller-
Smoyer, Treasurer; Farran Bognar, a new member; Lorraine Bognar, 
Electa; Cindy Norwich, Adah. 
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Milton Chapter No. 189 

January 2022 

Milton Chapter #189 surprised Sister Charlene 
and Brother Billy Williams in January. Sister 
Charlene, Member of the Bylaws Committee 
and Brother Billy, Co-Chairman Regenerative 
Medicine Committee of General Grand Chapter 
for this Triennium, were very surprised to see 
the dining room filled with folks to celebrate 
their appointments.  

We in District 1 are very proud of the wonderful 
work they both do for our Grand Chapter and 
we couldn't  think of anyone more deserving to 
represent Florida in General Grand Chapter. We 
pray for Travel Mercies for them and hope they 
have a wonderful time! 

 

—Carolyn Smith, PG Electa 

—Photographer: Kathy Barlow, PM 

Micanopy No. 140 

January 2022 

On January 11, Micanopy Chapter No. 140 at our 
only Stated Meeting honored our Grands and 
Past Grands at a Star studded red carpet night 
starting with a meal prepared by our Mason 
Chefs. It was followed by an evening of 

Sister Roberta Brown, PG Adah; Sister Charlene Williams, 
Worthy Matron, and Brother Billy Williams, PGP 

beautiful work and ended with awarding all of 
the participants  an Oscar worthy trophy!  

We’d like to thank everyone who attended the 
evening. YOU made it special! 

Tina Polsen 
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Callahan Chapter No. 154 

January 2022 

Callahan Chapter No. 154 has been getting out 
into the community with blood drives, vendors, 
yard sales, and assisting the Callahan Lodge 
No. 32’s Angel Tree at Christmas time. 

In looking for families in our small town 
community to ensure children get a nice 
Christmas “from their parents,” I came across 
the family in these pictures. 

I call it a God thing in that I decided to stop by 
our local Ship Inn Motel where I knew families 
down on their luck lived. In speaking with the 
Manager she got the Housekeeper to come out 
and speak with me. 

The Housekeeper, Stephanie, pictured with her 
son Danny, and the Worthy Patron of Callahan 
Chapter No. 154, Brother Gene Jones, talked 
about the various families living in the Inn. 

Conversation fell to her and her son Danny, 
who she calls “Bear.” Stephanie is a single mom 
who receives very little help from Danny’s 
father. She and Danny live at the Inn and she 
works there full time. 

Danny is thirteen years old, was born with a 
heart condition, and is about to have his fifth 
heart surgery. He also has A.D.D. and cannot be 

around a large group. With his heart condition 
he is not a good candidate for the Covid-19 
vaccination and so rarely gets to have fun with 
Mom or friends. 

Naturally, out of all the stories, Stephanie and 
Danny’s story tugged on my heart strings and 
they were one of the families chosen for the two 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets and 
Turkeys from our Chapter. Monetary donations 
were also collected for the mother to purchase a 
special set of noise cancelling headphones that 
play music just so Danny may be able to get out  
and about a little more. 

Clothes were donated to this sweet local family 
as well and Stephanie was so very appreciative 
and with tear-filled eyes exclaimed her thanks 
and appreciation. 

Members of Callahan Chapter were so touched 
by their story that we have sort of unofficially 
adopted them. I am sure that as the year goes 
on we will be in touch with this family. 

  

—Pamela Jones, Conductress 
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Riverside Chapter No. 218 

January 2022 

Riverside Chapter No. 218 adopted Fire Station 
No. 10 in Jacksonville, Florida many years back 
when we purchased the Most Worthy Grand 
Matron’s First Responder Coins for all. Fire 
Station No. 10 is the busiest firehouse in the city 
of Jacksonville and is located right down the 
street from our Chapter. 

We always try to do nice things for the firemen 
and women at this location in honor of their 
service to our community. 

For the last two years we have presented them 
with Publix gift cards for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas in an amount more than enough to 
cover awesome dinners for all on shift. 

They are always so appreciative and feel our 
gestures are too much, but we know they are 
not! 

 Our Worthy Matron, Sister Faye Coward, is 
pictured with three of the firemen when she 
presented their Thanksgiving 2021 gift card. 

The group picture is the staff from 2020 who 
received their Thanksgiving gift card from 
Sister Faye, WM, as well. 

Sister Faye, WM, presented the Christmas gift 
card in 2021 and reported just how truly 
thankful and appreciative they really are to 
receive these kind gestures. 

Thank you Sister Faye, WM, and thanks to all 
Fire Personnel who put their lives on the line 
every day and who have to deal with the results 
of their rescues. 

We cannot thank you enough!! 

—Pam Jones, Associate Matron 
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Pine Castle Chapter No. 321 

January 2022 

On Monday night we welcomed our new 
Sister, Trista Smith. The initiation was 
excellent and thanks to everyone involved for 
making it a special evening for our new 
member! 

—John Miles, Worthy Patron 

February 2022 

Pine Castle No. 321 remembered its long time 
member, Joe T. Ingram, by draping its charter at its 
first stated meeting on February 7.  

Mr. Ingram was active in both in Eastern Star 
serving as Worthy Patron for several years and was 
appointed Grand Representative of Alabama in 
2018. He served Pine Castle Lodge as Worshipful 
Master in 1998 and Treasurer for eight years.  

He will be sorely missed. 

February 2022 

Worthy Grand Matron Donna Schrock paid Pine Castle No. 321 
a visit to surprise Brother John Miles, WP, with his Grand 
Representative to North Dakota appointment on February 21. 

Pine Castle congratulates both Brother John and Sister Carla.  
The WGM surprised Sister Carla earlier this month at Mt. Dora 
No. 103 Grands/Past Grands with her appointment as Grand 
Representative to New Brunswick. 
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Milton Chapter No. 189 Installs 20220-2023 Officers 

February 2022 

Milton Chapter No. 189 held their Installation of Officers on Saturday, February 26, 2022. Roberta 
Brown Worthy Matron and first time Worthy Patron Jason Weaver and other officers were installed.  

The dining hall was decorated with beautiful flowers and coral colors. Everyone enjoyed good 
fellowship, good fun, and good food. An afternoon to remember! 

—Kathy Barlow 

February 2022 

On February 25, Jay Chapter No. 208  held Installation of Officers on Saturday with a first-time 
Worthy Matron, Debbie Maxson and her Officers.  Sister Robert Brown, both sister in Star and life, 
and Brother Mickey Brown did a wonderful job as installing officers! 

—Kathy Barlow 

Jay Chapter No. 208 
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Crescent Chapter No. 54 Installs 2022-2023 Officers 

February 2022 

Crescent City Chapter No. 54 held an Open 
Installation of Officers on February 19, 2022 that 
was attended by visitors from all over Florida 
and as far away as Maine.  

Dressed in flowing white gowns and led by 
Marshal, Valerie Tooma from Tampa, members 
traversed the labyrinth in ritual manner. Past 
Grand Matron Lois Casaccia recited the entire 
ceremony from memory explaining duties and 
responsibilities without fault.  

Installed were Nancy Bice - Worthy Matron, 
Paul Weil - Worthy Patron, Cissy Torres - 
Associate Matron, Larry Barnes - Associate 
Patron, Teresa Waterman - Secretary, Melanie 
Massey-Foltz - Treasurer, Phyllis Blanchard - 
Conductress, Elizabeth Retey - Associate 
Conductress, Pat Weil - Chaplain, Lucille 
Kersey - Marshal, Carole McBride - Organist, 
Ruth Anne Baumiller - Esther, Georgia Pashley 
- Electa, Ann Morris - Warder, and Frank 
Brooks - Sentinel.  

Phyllis Blanchard 

 
 

Pioneer No. 99 Honors Dianna Williamson, Grand Ruth  
with Honor Tea 

February 2022 

Sisters Delores Laird, PGM along with Leta Dickenson, PGR, 
and Sandy Leduc, PG Martha, enjoying the tea at Pioneer 
Chapter honoring Sister Dianna Williamson, Grand Ruth. It 
was a lovely tea and we are so happy we were able to be 
together. 

—Sharon Strosnider, Past Grand Matron 
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Sebring Chapter No. 126 Celebrates 100 Years 

February 2022 

Art Jeyes and I attended the High Tea and the 
100th Anniversary for the Sebring OES Chapter. 
We were honored to meet the Worthy Grand 

Matron and Worthy Grand Paton and all the 
Grand Officers of Florida. We had a wonderful 
time. 

—Winnie Ellen Weeks-Jeyes, Grand Chaplain in 
Maryland  
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Bradenton Chapter No. 87 Holds Ugly Christmas Sweater Tea  
in Honor of Karen Sargent-Rankl 

December 2021 

Bradenton No. 87 had a great time honoring 
Karen Sargent-Rankl, Grand Esther with an 
Ugly Christmas Sweater Tea. While we were 
there, we received word that Sister Karen had 
been placed on the Naughty List with quite the 
list of accusations against her. However, several 
character witnesses testified in her defense and 
she was moved to the Nice List after all.  

A candy cane relay was held with Karen and 
granddaughter Alex competing against Karen’s 

husband Ray Rankl and Aiden Ainslie (Leslie 
and Adam’s son). Be sure to check out the 
Facebook post and turn the sound on to watch 
the video.  The winner of the Ugly Sweater 
contest was Sara Justice.  

Thanks to everyone who was able to attend. We 
were happy to have many of the appointed 
Grand Officers as well as Brother Mike Harrell, 
GGCCM, PGP of Florida.  

—Kim Stivers Harrell 
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District 3 Holds Annual Green Tea for Grand Officers in January 

—Brenda Hendricks 
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FUN AND GAMES 

Word Find 
Word Finder on the internet found 534 words. 

Can you find at least 50 words without using plurals and are at least 3 letters long? 

 

EASTERN STAR 
 

Answer Key on page 32 

Loyalty Chapter No. 309  
Holds January Tea Party Honoring Pat Cooper, 50 Year Member 

January 2022 

After a fun night at New Port Richey Chapter, 
the Strosnider-Williams Grand Family traveled 
down to Loyalty Chapter to join in the honoring 
of Sister Pat Cooper as she celebrated 50 years 
of membership in the Order of the Eastern Star.  

—Sharon Strosnider, Past Grand Matron 

Santa Fe Chapter No. 105 
Grand Conductress Presents Grand Representative Commission 

January 2022 

What an wonderful evening at Santa Fe Chapter 
No.105 Friends Night. Sister Gail Jerrell, Grand 
Conductress, on behalf of the WGM, had the 
pleasure to present Sister Chris Ross her 
commission as the Grand Representative of Rhode 
Island in Florida. Sister Gail was so excited to 
make her first Grand Representative presentation 
in her chapter to her friend.  

—Renee Bearden 
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MEET THE CANDIDATES 
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Candidate 
for  

Grand Secretary 

 
Brenda Keepin 
Wewahitchka Chapter 

No. 229 
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Candidate 
for  

Grand Treasurer 
 
 

Margaret Nathurst 
Fort Myers Chapter No. 31 

Candidate 
for  

Grand Treasurer 

 
Teresa Burke 

Ribault Chapter No. 195 
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Candidate 
for  

Associate Grand 
Conductress 

 
Renee Bearden 

Crestview Chapter No. 203 

Candidate 
for  

Associate Grand 
Conductress 

 
Sandy Leduc 

Orlando Chapter No. 131 
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Candidate 
for  

Associate Grand 
Conductress 

 
Debbie Warkentine 

Southside Chapter No. 28 
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Candidate 
for  

Grand Sentinel 

 
Michael Clevens 
Tri-Gate Chapter No. 276 

Candidate 
for  

Grand Sentinel 

 
Mickey Brown 
Jay Chapter No. 208 
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Candidate 
for  

Grand Sentinel 

 
Bruce Ward 

Bethlehem Chapter No. 169 
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FUN AND GAMES 
ANSWER KEY 



of Florida 

 

Vol.  19, Issue 4 March 2022 

 Editor Carla Girtman 407-705-7136  
  FLStargazerEditor@gmail.com 

 

 Co-Editor Chris Ross 352-213-7027
  caross51@hotmail.com 

Reporters 
 Coy Beasley, PGP Bobbie Elmore 
 Georgia Gerren Wendy Kinka 
 Joyce Loverling Ann Musgrove 
 Karen Saucier Carolyn Smith 
 

Photography Committee 
 Pat Cooper, Chairman Beth Bergmann 
 Alan Bint  Cecilia Hemphill 

Published quarterly (June [Special Edition], September, December, March) by the Grand Chapter of 
Florida. 

For information write to  

Stargazer Editor, 247 E Cedarwood Circle, Kissimmee, FL 34743  

or  

email FLStargazerEditor@gmail.com.  

All emailed items  
should be in a digital format 

 
Deadlines: 

 July 30  (SEP edition) 
 October 30  (DEC edition) 
 January 31  (MAR edition)  
 May 30  (JUN special edition) 

Fundraisers Items for sale Appreciations 

Programs Congratulations Best Wishes 

Dinners Events 

Businesses, Individuals, Chapters,  
Districts, Groups 

Let the STARGAZER know! 

Official Publication of  
the Grand Chapter of Florida 

Submission deadline  

for JUNE issue   

April 30, 2022 


